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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election with traverse of invention I, a device for controlling the drying 
of laundry, in the reply filed on 1 1/27/2006 is acknowledged. The traversal is on the 
ground(s) that the examiner has failed to show that the inventions are independent. 
This is not found persuasive because the examiner need only show that the inventions, 
are independent or distinct (MPEP §803). The examiner has already shown, as 
acknowledged by the applicants, that the inventions are distinct and burdensome due to 
their different class/subclass and associated field of search. 

The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12; 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claim 4, 8-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. Claim 4 is written poorly and therefore difficult to 
understand. The phrase "detects the set rotation speed the same with a maximum 
value of the detected rotation speed from the set rotation speeds" is especially 
confusing. Please rewrite the claims clearly claiming the invention. 
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4. Claim 8 recites the limitation "the set rotation speeds" in the second line. There 
is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. Please rewrite the claims 
clearly claiming the invention. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

6. Claim 1-6 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kenjo et al. 
Kenjo et al. disclose a washing machine with a motor 5, a detector 34 for detecting 
rotational speed of said motor, and a controller 29. The data collected by detector 34 is 
used in a load calculation to determine load of laundry, which is then used by the 
controller to vary different wash and dry parameters. Applicant acknowledges this 
known relationship between rotational speed and load in claim 10. Kenjo et al. disclose 
all of the claimed structure and said device is capable of determining a drying cycle 
time, as described in claims 2 - 6, which is merely intended use of the apparatus. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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8. Claim 7-10 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kenjo et 
al. in view of Didier et al. and further in view of Large. As stated above, Kenjo et al. 
discloses a washing machine with a motor, a rotational speed sensor, and a controller 
to calculate load and manipulate wash parameters. Kenjo et al. does not disclose that 
the device is used in a machine with air-drying capabilities. Didier et al. disclose that 
knowing load amount, of which the device Kenjo et al. is capable of determining, is 
pertinent is setting proper drying cycle times (col. 2 lines 9 - 1 1 ) in a washing machine 
and/or drying machine. It is well known that washer/dryer combos include some sort of 
blower and heater. Large discloses a washer/dryer with heater/blowing unit (col. 3 lines 
32-36). As stated above, the controller disclosed by Kenjo et al. is capable using load 
amount to vary different parameters, including drying cycle time. Claims 8-10 merely 
disclose intended use and Kenjo et al. disclose a structure that is capable of performing 
these functions. It would have been obvious at the time of the invention, to use the 
device disclosed by Kenjo et al. in a washer dryer combo like that of Large in order to 
set the drying cycle time based on laundry load, as disclosed by Didier et al. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason Heckert whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2702. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. to Friday, 8:00 - 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Barr can be reached on (571)272-1414. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/720,056 



Page 5 



Art Unit: 1746 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



JMH 




MICHAEL BARR 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 



